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Minnesota· task force helping to guide 
conversion to metric America 
With the United States moving toward conversion from 
the English system of measurement to Metric standards, a 
University of Minnesota task force has been engaged to con-
duct impact study to help achieve the changeover efficiently. 
The $179,000 contract grant from the National Science 
Foundation (NSF) is programmed for a duration of 18 
months. Its purpose is to assess the costs, benefits, disad-
vantages and alternative courses of action for implementing 
the conversion from measuring units based on inches, miles, 
pounds, and gallons to metric units of meters, kilograms, or 
liters in both technical and common applications. 
Dr. John E. Wertz, professor of chemistry at the Uni-
versity, is designated as principal investigator to manage the 
project. For ten years Wertz has operated the University's 
Standards Laboratory, providing metric calibrations. He also 
was a co-founder with Prof. Ernst R. G. Eckert of a Minne-
sota section of the Metric Association. 
Underlying the I 8-month study is an assumption that 
final Congressional and Presidential approval of a Metric Con-
version Act will come about within the time span of the 
study. 
To carry out provisions of the grant Wertz is developing a 
three-level organization for the project. Its central staff or 
task force will include the key investigators and several uni-
versity graduate students who will work directly with Wertz. 
They will be backed by a larger advisory committee that will 
participate in policy-making, planning, and operational 
support. There also will be a cadre of consult an ts in special-
ized areas. 
The NSF con tract provides for a multi-disciplinary 
approach for gathering and organizing the infonnation and 
disseminating it to governmental agencies , legislative officials , 
industry , educational institutions, merchandisers and pro-
fessionals, Wertz said. He does not expect the study to result 
in any single-focus recommendations but rather to coor-
dinate data from many sources and enumerate as well as 
assess various approaches to the metric conversion. 
A main thrust of the project report is expected to be its 
focus on ways to achieve understanding of metric conversion. 
It probably will emphasize timing for the different steps in 
the implementation process, according to Wei'tz. While the 
main report will not be highly technical, details of a technical 
nature will be presented in appendicies focused on specific 
problems or specific segments of industrial and institutional 
operations. 
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Briefly stated, several major developments presage final 
adoption of the metric standards of measurement. These 
have included : 
. . . Congressional action in 1968 creating the United 
States Metric Study, a three -year program under the National 
Bureau of Standards. 
. .. Publication of 12 technical reports from that study 
plus a popular summary volume titled A Metric America; A 
Decision Whose Time Has Come. 
.. . Passage by the U.S. Senate in the 92nd Congress of a 
Metric Conversion Act. It includes the vital provision of a 
ten-year timetable for implementing the changeover , which 
also had been recommended in A Metric America. 
... Likely supportive action by the House of Repre-
sentatives following hearings in March of 1973 before a sub-
committee. 
. . . Introduction in schools, and especially at the sensitive 
elementary level , and in several manufacturing industries of 
metric programs and metric tools or equipment. 
Britain, Canada and other Commonwealth countries al-
ready have taken similar •s!eps to conver! from their English 
system to metric standards and are in various stages of imple-
mentation or planning. All these efforts also have been 
spurred by the increasing amount of international commerce 
and communication with the majority of nations already 
are using metric standards. 
Minnesota's 18-month study is programmed as a tech-
nology assessment; and it will incorporate inputs from 
psycholbgists, public officials in legislative as well as pro-
fessional positions, manufacturers, merchants, union leaders, 
educators, lawyers and representatives of the general public 
or consumers. Information from countries long on the metric 
system as well as from those presently in various stages of 
conversion will be assembled during the project , and an ex-
tended data base will be developed to facilitate formation of 
several possible conversion strategies. 
One assumption at the outset, Wertz has said, is that mass 
conversion to metrics is not possible , so some form of sec-
tor-by-sector implementation will need to be worked out. It 
is believed , also, that even with a detailed ten-year timetable, 
complete conversion and application of metric standards 
nationwide may take longer, possibly as long as fifty years 
for some changes. 
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